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Welcome to the Thorne PTAõs first edition 
of our 2009/2010 School Year. PAW Prints 
is sent via email to all PTA members and 
will be on Thorneõs Website under the 
PTA. The purpose of this newsletter is to 
provide Thorne Parents with the latest 
information, and to share news from 
Faculty that pertains to all grades.  As 
always, a  Big òThank Youó to the Faculty 
and Administration for your submissions 
that deliver this valuable information to 
our parents!!  

 

 

Dear Parents & Faculty  
 

 

Contents  

Dear Parents  1 

 

Principalõs News 2-6 

 

Student/Citizen/Teacher of  

the Month  7-8 

 

Self Contained Class 9 

 

Language Arts 10-11 

 

World Language 12 

 

Activity Arts  13 

 

Math Dept  14-15 

 

Guidance 16 

 

Health & Phys Ed     17-20 

 

Mrs Coraceõs Class Pictures! 21- 

24 

Princ ipa l ,  A l  Cores  

Vice - Pr inc ipa l ,  Peter  Smith  

PTA President ,  Karen Mast r ia  

PTA Vice- President ,  Kr is L ing  

Treasurer ,   Stacey Pacheco  

Record ing  Secretary,  L isa Mendelbaum  

Corresponding Secretary,  Gail McDermid  



 
 
 

Page 2 of 24 
 

 
 

 

 We recently completed the fall administration of the DRA2 reading 
assessment (http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZ16e).  
<Click DRA2 icon on right to view>. Students who have been identified as  
Special Education, Academic Assistance, or Tier 3 and have NJASK LAL 
scores less than 200 have been given this assessment.  The assessment 
produces an independent and instructional reading level for the student. 
The assessment suggests areas for targeted instruction that teachers can 
remediate. The progress made toward this remediation is recorded in 
progress monitoring reports (PMR), which are kept in the classrooms by 
the teachers. We will have another round of DRAs in the winter and a final 
round in the spring. 

 

 We recently completed the administration of the fall Learnia assessment 
(http://www.pearsonassessments.com/HAIWEB/Cultures/enus/Productdet
ail.htm?Pid=Learnia). Unlike DRA2, Learnia assesses all students, grades 
6-8, in both language arts and math.  Learnia is the only formative 
assessment recommended by the NJ Commissioner of Education for its 
close correlation to the state test, the NJASK. Teachers will use the 
results of the Learnia data to drive instructional changes for individual 
students during Tier 2 &Tier 3 and whole class instruction (Tier 1) as well. 
See LEADS video link on our website: http://thornems.com for more 
clarification on these terms. Learnia is performed twice yearly in both the 
fall and the spring. 

 

 In October we held professional development for our staff on Smart 
Boards, wireless slates, and math software for the Smart Board 
(http://www2.smarttech.com/st/enUS/Products/SMART+Boards/Front+proj
ection/).  Thorne is seeking recognition as a ñSmart School,ò an 
endorsement that would make Thorne a model school for the 
implementation of classroom technology. We are almost done equipping 
all core subject classrooms (science, math, social studies, language arts) 
and all special education classrooms with Smart Boards and wireless 
slates. We have also integrated other technologies such as Elmos 
(http://www.elmousa.com/)andSenteoClickers(http://www2.smarttech.com/
st/enUS/Products/SMART+Response/SMART+Response/default.htm). 
From the standpoint of software, students regularly utilize PowerPoint to 
present PBLs, or project based learning, in their core subjects. 

 

 Our school has implemented a school wide character education program 
called PRIDE. The five core values in the acronym PRIDE are pride, 
respect, integrity, determination, and excellence. Thorne Middle School 
follows elements of New Jerseyôs State Approved Behavioral Model 
NJPBSIS (http://www.njpbs.org/school_wide_pbs/index.htm). Although we 
have not formally entered this program, we are looking to train a core 
team this year. 
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 All staff in the building has been instructed to reference the core values 
from PRIDE when addressing student behavior. We ask that parents 
also reinforce these values at home. Furthermore, teachers are 
encouraged tie in these core values into the curriculum. 

 

 One core value is emphasized on designated months. October was pride, 
November was respect, January will be integrity, February will be 
determination, and March will be excellence. Homerooms have door-
decorating contests during these months. Congratulations to HR 238 for 
winning best door for pride month!! This homeroom received school spirit 
prizes and breakfast. 

 

 We are also implementing Project Wisdom this year for the first time. This 
program is correlated to the eleven principles from the states schools of 
character (SSOC). (http://www.projectwisdom.com/).  The program 
consists of regular PA announcements and support lessons for teachers. 

 

 As part of this character ed. initiative, Caught Doing Good, Student of the 
Month, Citizen of the Month, and Teacher of the Month programs are 
being continued. Caught Doing Good is a program whereby teachers and 
support staff can catch students doing good and vice versa. Individuals 
selected receive a postcard via the mail, have a paw with their name 
placed outside the main office, and are entered into our monthly raffle. 
Students of the month are selected by teachers on a monthly basis based 
upon academic growth. Selected students receive a meal at the Lionôs 
Den, a Paw pass which allows them to cut the line in the cafeteria, free 
admission to school events, and one free homework pass. Students also 
received a dog tag and are entered into our monthly raffle. Citizen of the 
Month award recipients receive the same benefits as Student of the 
Month. The criteria for this award, however, are strictly based upon 
demonstration of good character and community service. There are 
monthly raffles for all of the student incentive programs that include grand 
prizes of Video MP3 players and 50 free MP3 downloads. 

 

 Every Friday is Spirit Day and students and staff wear orange and black. 
Students who wear their school colors receive a ticket in homeroom, 
which they enter into a raffle box in the cafeteria during their lunch 
periods. Cool prizes such as nose sharpeners, horse erasers, $100 
bookmarks, and LED clip-on reading lamps are raffled every Friday. 
Homerooms that have 100% participation in Spirit Day win school spirit 
prizes and are entered in a raffle for a breakfast. 

 

 The School Newspaper has left a box in the main office called ñSecret 
Sally.ò Similar to Dear Abby, Secret Sally is a box where students can 
anonymously ask for advice to their problems. Responses are posted in 
the School Newspaper. 
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 Peer Mediation and Office Mediation, our conflict resolution programs, are 
being continued this year under the supervision of the schoolôs SAC, Ms. 
Wessels. We are also continuing our student support groups such as 
anger management, divorce, and loss. 

 

 Our Alternative Education Program has been expanded to include a 
second classroom and teacher. Our AE program is a self-contained 
program for both regular ed. and special ed. students who are not being 
successful in a general population setting. AE will now have a grade 6/7 
track and an 8th grade track. Congratulations to Mr. Caposello (gr. 6/7), 
our new teacher, as he will be working with our current teacher Ms. 
Mosley (gr. 8). Both teachers will share each group of students, as this 
instruction will be departmentalized.  

  

 After training a core team in October, Thorne Middle School is starting the 
application process for the State Schools of Character 
Award(SSOC)fortheFallof2010(http://www.character.org/stateprogramover
view). We are currently compiling the documentation for this award and 
hope to make a strong showing. 

 

 We have revamped the school website. Please visit our new website at 
http://thornems.com. Any suggestions for improvement can be forwarded 
to the Webmaster, Mrs. Knouse. Thanks for doing a nice job, Mrs. 
Knouse! 

 

 Our character education and student discipline initiatives have had a 
dramatic impact on the Violence and Vandalism Report statistics that we 
are required to report to the state. Comparing the ô08-ô09 year with the ô07-
ô08 year, there was a 71% decrease in student assaults, 63% decrease in 
fights, and an 88% decrease in harassment. Total discipline referrals in 
the building were also down 19%. 

 

 In October, Thorne Middle School participated in the Great Race and won 
the Middle School Participation Award for the second consecutive year. 
We wish to thank all the students, parents, and community members who 
supported us. Way to show that Thorne PRIDE while raising money for the 
school! 

 

 Also in October, Thorne Middle School held the Earn & Burn fundraiser in 
the gymnasium.  (http://www.earnnlearn.com/). Students had a blast and I 
enjoyed sitting in the game trailer and checking out the 4D experience (the 
4th dimension being smell). 

 

 The YMCA has continued its Model U.N. program at Thorne 
(http://thornems.com/Model_UN.pdf). New this year is a Video Design 
Club where students get to design video games. Also new this year is a Y-
Acheiverôs Club. This club is for 8th grade special needs students. It 
engages them in leadership training, career exploration, and character 
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development while paying them a small stipend (must be 14 yrs old on 
Jan.1). We also have the YMCA Leaders Club and the Friendship Club. 
The YMCA Leaders Club provides our student with leadership training and 
encourages community service. The Friendship Club is a service-learning 
club that pairs our students with severely disabled students in a buddy 
system. For more information, go to:  http://www.cymca.org/childrens-
center/index.asp   and download teen leadership brochure. 

 

 On December 21, 2009, Thorne Middle School will be celebrating the 
inauguration of Buddy Thorneôs Wall of Honor. This date marks the 65th 
anniversary of Buddy Thorneôs death during World War II. As a sign of our 
gratitude towards Buddy and his family, we are dedicating a wall in front of 
the main office, which will house his pictures, medals, and letters in a 
permanent display area that is accessible to the public. In order to make 
this wall a living memorial, we are going to rotate student projects (PBLs) 
that depict Buddyôs Sacrifice (WWII project) and Buddyôs Life (Middletown 
History) on an annual basis. After the inauguration, a student assembly 
will be held. Local war heroes will be invited for a heroôs brunch. 

 

 Students have received several anti/bullying, character education 
assembly programs on the following topics this year: Jay Banks 
(http://www.jaybanks.com/) ñSTAMP out Bullying,ò  Camfel Productionôs 
ñBalance of Powerò(http://www.camfel.com/pages/newassem.html), and 
GeorgeStreetPlayhouseôsñInBetween.ñ(http://www.georgestplayhouse.org/
calendar/events.php?nID=191). 

 

 Thorne increased the number of academic assistance sections from 10 to 
22 without hiring any new staff. These classes utilize two co-teachers to 
teach general education students in math and language arts and target 
individualized instruction for academically at risk students. 

 

 On November 24th, the Drama Club held a Variety Show in the 
gymnasium. Now this is the kind of drama teachers like to see! 

 

 On December 8th at 7pm, the Thorne Band will hold its Winter Concert in 
the gymnasium. The Spring Concert will be on May 11th at 7pm. 

 

 On December 17
th
 at 7:30 pm, the Thorne Chorus will hold its Winter 

Concert in the gymnasium. The Spring Concert will be on May 18th at 7:30 
pm. 
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Student Shout -Outs 
 

 We wish congratulate Mr. Gibbons and members of the Boys Soccer 
Team for winning the Shore Conference Championship. They dominated 
their opponents throughout the season. Nice job! 

 

 We also wish to congratulate Cody Gesuelli, a 6th grader who competed 
in the World Competition for Trampoline & Tumbling held in Russia in 
November. He finished 6th place in two trampoline events! Wow! 

 

 Congratulations to Michael Ventoso, Michael Marano & Sophia 
D'Alessandro for being the first 7th graders from Thorne to participate in 
High School Northôs Marching Band. Way to represent your school! 

 

 Congratulations to 7th grader Brianna Wellauer who represented Thorne 
Middle School at the Junior National Young Leaders Conference in 
Washington DC at the beginning of this school year.  She said one of the 
highlights was sleeping overnight in a museum! 

 

 Congratulations to Mike Grimaldi for competing in the National Junior 
Olympics for gymnastics held in Cincinatti, Ohio in May 2009.  Awesome! 
 

 Congratulations to Lucy Bent (7th) as her traveling team for soccer, 
Venom, won their division and a recent tournament. 
 

 Congratulations to Patrick Pfleger (7th)  for playing the Trombone at the 
Taylor Pavilion in Belmar & Asbury Park during the summer. 
 

 Congratulations to Ariela Immordino (7th) who was chosen to play piano at 
the DiCaprio Theater over the summer. This prestigious event required 
her to audition against hundreds of piano players. Ariela was also the 
winner of our schoolôs Read-A-Thon last year. She was the top reader in 
the school and the only student to win the Platinum Award for 10,000 
minutes read. Will she repeat this year? Stay tuned. 
 

 Congratulations to the Middletown Eagles Pop Warner Midget 
Cheerleaders who competed at the Sovereign Arena in Trenton and are 
now the Eastern Regional Champions. They took 1st Place and are now 
headed to Disney to compete for a national title.  

 

 Congratulations to Hannah LaFargue (7th) for making the All-Shore Band 
as a trombone player.  
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6

th
 Grade 

 

Students of the Month 
Nicole Dorney 
Peter DeMonte 
Nick Roditis 
 

Citizen of the Month 
Louis Corio 
Hunter Rose Kruse 
Ally Caruso 
 

7th Grade 
 

Student of the Month 
Dylan Garback 
Reid Baker 
Lauren Lewis 
 

Citizen of the Month 
Randy Azzam 
Kier Johnson 
Kaitlyn Hennessy 
 
8

th
 Grade 

 

Students of the Month 
Conor Flatley 
Sean Cavanagh 
Amanda Kanski 
 

Citizen of the Month 
Jeffery Timmons 
Taylor Hardy 
Melissa Edgar 
 

Teacher of the Month 
Brian Gibbons, Social Studies 
 
 

 
 

September  
Student, Citizen & Teacher of the Month Winners  
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6

th
 Grade 

 

Students of the Month  
Michelle Bellini  
Olivia Malesco 
Sean Kearns 
 

Citizens of the Month  
Liam McCabe 
Jack Murphy 
Thomas Yatsko 
 

7th Grade  
 

Students of the Month  
Kaitlyn Hennessy 
Mark Knoll 
Nick Cariffe  
 

Citizens of the Month  
Taylor Lippi  
Luigi Scotto-DeClemente 
Edwin Soto 

 
8

th
 Grade 

 

Students of the Month  
Shannon Cassaro 
Sean Leverette 
Brooke Spitzfaden 
 

Citizens of the Month  
Melissa Edgar 
Samantha Politano 
Joseph Miller 
 

Teacher of the Mont h 
Eileen Korz, Phys. Ed. 

October  
Student, Citizen & Teacher of the Mont h Winners  
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  In room 114, Mr. Macôs class, we are going to be doing a lot of things this 
year.  We started our own newsletter called Lionôs Lingo.  This newsletter is a 
weekly summary of what we have done as a class throughout the week.  We also 
get to interview various members of the staff in our ñGetting to Know Thorneò 
section of our paper.  Here our students come up with various interview 
questions and then sit down and interview that weeks particular staff member.  
We have had some great interviews already with some very creative, and 
humorous, questions.   
 
   We also have class pets.  We are studying animals in science and we 
were lucky enough to get two fire-bellied frogs named Phineas and Ferb.  Along 
with our frogs we have a couple of fish and some snails.   
  
   Social studies is going to be very exciting this year.  Right now we are 
studying American Indians and the students are working extremely hard on 
putting together a presentation on their particular American Indian tribe.  We are 
hopefully going to be making various American Indian artifacts and presenting 
them to our fellow students. 
 
 
Thanks for now, 
Mr Mac.  
Room 114         

Self Contained Class  
      



 
 
 

Page 10 of 24 
 

 
 

Thorne students and teachers have been conducting early assessments 
to help drive instruction. They recently completed Learnia testing for language 
arts. Learnia helps to identify each studentôs strengths and weakness in the skills 
that are tested on the NJASK.  Many students also completed DRA2 reading 
assessments Teachers will be able to use the data from Learnia and the DRA2 to 
help students prepare for the state tests. 
        

The sixth grade is learning exciting material in language arts.  With the 
support of dedicated teachers, we are improving our abilities to read, write and 
be creative.  The topic for marking period 1, Contributions to Society, teaches us 
about the importance of all people in a society.  We are focusing in on ancient 
people at this time.  We are reading some very interesting books, learning to 
enhance our writing, and doing some creative projects and PBLôs. We are 
encouraged to work our hardest and achieve high goals. 

Reading is a great skill.  In Mrs. Rogersô class, we are reading some 
fascinating novels.  We started out the year with the Roman Mysteriesô series by 
Caroline Lawrence.  The class enjoyed the first book, Thieves of Ostia, so much 
that we decided to read the sequel, Secrets of Vesuvius.  Throughout these 
books, we learned about the ancient Romans.  The two books were informative 
and adventurous.  We are planning on reading many more exciting books of the 
like as core novels.  We will also read guided reading books.  These books are at 
different levels.  Some examples are, The Egypt Game, or Flushed.  As we read 
and come across some difficult words, we learn their definitions and add them to 
our word wall.  It is a perfect way to expand our vocabularies. 

As a class we decided to join Scholastic Book Clubôs ñClasses Careò 
program.  The theme is Reading is Giving.  All classes that take part can join 
ñTeam Eliò or ñTeam Peytonò.  We chose ñTeam Eliò.  The idea is to read 100 
books.  By reading these 100 books, we are helping donate 1 million books to 
children in need.  It is a great way to get the class reading and to support a cause 
all at once. 

We are working very hard to enhance our writing skills.  One way we do 
that is by writing in our journals daily.  We are given a topic to write about.  
Topics may be random questions or questions based on a theme for the week.  
We also work on improving our essay writing and creative writing.  We do 
worksheets on good topic sentences and supporting details to improve our 
paragraph writing.  These strategies help us become better writers. 

Plain old book reports can be very tedious.  In my class, we do projects 
and PBLôs, which I believe, help us to be more creative.  We have been working 
on a long-term PBL after reading Thieves of Ostia.  We could decide to make a 
game board, brochure, model of a home, or dress up as a character from the 
book.  Since that book took place in Roman times, we did lots of research to help 
us understand that time period.  It was surprising how much we could learn while 
doing such a fun PBL. 

We are looking forward to an exciting year in language arts.      By Kara 
Quinn 
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 Eighth graders have been involved in the first marking period theme of 
ñMarching to the Beat of a Different Drummer.ò  Some of the popular works in this 
unit were The Outsiders, Flowers for Algernon, and Anthem. 

Students in Mrs. Kwiatkowskiôs first and second period classes recently 
read and analyzed ñColumbus,ò a poem by Joachim Miller. To complete their 
study, they researched the history of places named after Christopher Columbus 
and created PBLs that are on display in Room 227. Next they turned their 
attention to the works of Edgar Allan Poe. The students compared the events of 
Poeôs life to the themes and situations presented in his short stories. 

The eighth grade honors classes just finished reading Watership Down by 
Richard Adams. For several weeks they ólivedô in the lapine world, learning about 
the adventures of Hazel, Fiver, and Bigwig. Following up on the theme of 
leadership, they created PBLs based on Time magazineôs óPerson of the Yearô 
and presented them on November 12. They also wrote a persuasive essay called 
ñRabbit of the Year,ò which was a literary analysis based on characters in 
Watership Down . 
  
 
 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT 



 
 
 

Page 12 of 24 
 

 
  

 This school year is off to a great start in the World Language Department.  
The sixth grade students are settling in to their classes and our seventh and 
eighth grade students are continuing to develop their vocabulary and grammar 
skills in both French and Spanish.   I would like to introduce the members of the 
World Language team at Thorne: 
      
     Mrs. Albanese ï French 6, French I, French 7, French I, French II 
  Mrs. Andrews- Spanish 6, Spanish 7, Spanish I, Spanish II 
      Mrs. Bialecki- French 6, French 7, French I, French 8 
      Ms. Ferreira- French 6, French II, Spanish 6, Spanish I 
 Mrs. Mulholland- Spanish 7, Spanish I, Spanish 8, Spanish II 
 
     All sixth grade classes meet every other day throughout the entire year.  
Seventh and eighth grade students continue their study of either French or 
Spanish.  There are full year courses (Spanish and French I and II) that meet 
every day in both languages.  There are also courses that are offered every other 
day throughout the year (Spanish and French 7 and 8).   
 
The eighth grade Spanish II classes will be taking a field trip to Monmouth 
University on December 10th.  They will be seeing a show called Inca Vibrations.  
The show will feature music from the Andes of South America.  The group, 
originally from Peru, performs traditional songs, depicting the various rhythms 
from the coast, the mountains, and the jungles of this region.  We are all looking 
forward to it.   

 
 
 
 
 2 of 4  
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Count on the Activity Arts department to highlight the upcoming holidays with 
some color, music and spirit. The preparations have been in the works since 
September. The key to success is planning, planning and practice, practice, 
practice and more practice. 
 
Mark your calendar for the two exciting musical productions coming up this 
holiday season. Mrs. Mari formerly Mrs. Nosov is exercising voices while Mr. 
Canter strikes up the band. The Thorne Band members are busy preparing for 
the Holiday concert on Tuesday evening, December 8, 2009.  The concert will 
include the 6th Grade Band the 7th & 8th grade "Pride" Band & even Thorne's 
own Jazz Band.  Come out & hear the sounds of the Holidays at 7:00 PM 
 
The chorus has a few surprises in store also...hint, hint, the 6th grade can now 
sing 2 part harmony in Spanish and a select group of 8th grade students will 
touch your heart with a very special holiday song. The Thorne Chorus is 
performing on December 17th at 7:30 pm. 
 
The technology classes are continuing their efforts to integrate into the core 
subjects by having each student create an assessment folder. The assessment 
folder will hold all their completed, impressive projects that correlate to our stateôs 
standards. The assessment folder will later be hyperlinked to an e-portfolio in 
grade 8 which will showcase and measure their technology proficiency. 
 
The fine art classes have adorned our hallways with museum quality black and 
white etchings. Using a special coated paper and a wooden stylus the students 
carefully pull a variety of lines to represent shapes. Shapes that are familiar, and 
shapes that are intuitive, straight from the artistsô imagination.   You will also find 
colorful 2 dimensional compositions built from their initials or names.  When 
walking through the 300 wing, the viewer can always delight in the sense of sight 
and sound.  
 
In the applied art classes the students have created intricately woven placemats 
that they will be donating to the senior citizen homes. Coming up for the 
holidayôsé handmade holiday greeting cards. Remember before computers 
when folks use to hand design, construct and personalize a greeting card on a 
piece of paper? Lets bring it back! 
 
One more date to mark is November 24th. Our drama club is hard at work putting 
together a variety show. Talent from all grade levels will gather to perform dance 
skits, musical theater and song. There will be at least 22 acts for your visual 
pleasure, and if you like this, be sure to join us for the spring extravaganza when 
the drama club will present Beauty and The Beast. 
 

ACTIVITY ARTS DEPARTMENT  
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        The Mathematics Department has been very busy with numerous activities 
since the new school year started!  This year we are continuing our goals of 
striving to make Mathematics more meaningful for our students and helping 
students to have an improved conceptual understanding of Mathematics. Each 
grade level is continuing to use the Connected Mathematics units.   
       We are now very fortunate in each Math classroom to have Smart Board 
Technology, which is helping to enhance the learning process.  Teachers and 
students are exploring lessons in greater depth by using this technology to share 
their strategies and solutions while problem solving.  The students love the 
interactive features this technology provides them.   Each Math classroom also 
now has 3 mini laptop computers for student use. 
        Mrs. Teel is advising our Math Club at Thorne this year.  All Thorne students 
are invited to attend Math Club meetings at any time during the school year.  
Students do not have to attend every meeting.  Each meeting centers on a theme 
for that week.  Since September, students have played Krypto, explored Origami 
and have worked on a Thanksgiving data collection project.  Our Math club also 
had a team of 7 eighth grade students represent Thorne in CBAôs Annual 
Mathematics Contest in October.  Team members included Kaitlyn Carroll, 
Jeanann Dorobis, Anna Huang, Cindy Fernandez, Bethany Hintze,  Servio 
Saravia, and Chance Woodginski.  Congratulations to Katilyn Carroll, our highest 
scoring team member! Thorne Math Club students recently competed on an 
online math competition called Math Mania. 
         Thorneôs 6th grade students started off the year with a unit called ñPrime 
Timeò.  Classes completed a ñspecial number projectò that encompassed what 
they learned about whole numbers.  Student had to choose a number and 
investigate mathematical facts and real world connections to that number and 
present it in a creative and artistic fashion.  Some of these projects are displayed 
in the halls.  All classes have moved onto a new unit called ñBits and Pieces Iò, 
where they are now exploring fractions and decimals. 
              Variable and Patterns, our starting 7th grade unit, introduces students to 
Algebra.  Students are learning to understand variables and begin to represent 
relationships with tables and graphs.  In one of the unit investigations, Mrs. 
Ryanôs classes looked at ñPaying Bills and Counting Profitsò while entering data 
in a table and writing equations.  Students brainstormed and came up with ideas 
for companies that they would like to own.  Groups chose companies, such as 
companies providing getaway weekend packages at a hotel, or puppy day care 
or packages offering lessons associated with a hobby (such as playing the guitar, 
skateboarding, etc.).  Groups researched companies using the Internet and 
investigated packages and pricing for the ones they chose.  Students discussed 
the possible profit they might make and created easel presentations including 
tables and equations to support their choice of company. They also created 
advertisements to promote their company and attract customers. 
          Our 8th grade has been working on a unit called ñMoving Straight Aheadò, 
where students have been investigating linear relationships and learning about  
 
 

MATH DEPARTMENT 
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rate of change.  Mrs. Gulinoôs classes worked on a project where they looked for 
the relationship between the height of a dropped ball and the height of its 
bounce.  Students recorded data, constructed graphs and made predictions from 
that data. 
In another project, students investigated water being ñwastedò due to a ñleakyò 
faucet over time.  Students had to predict the cost factor of this waste and 
hopefully learned how we need to be much more conscientious about conserving 
water! 
          In Mrs. Piroôs 8th grade classes, students have been exploring linear 
relationships while using graphing calculators.  Students enjoyed this upgraded 
piece of technology and loved that they could input their equations and create 
tables and graphs.   The Smart Board allowed students to demonstrate their use 
of the graphing calculator while problem solving.  In one such problem, students 
had to use the graphing calculator to compare three different sport contracts and 
help a basketball player make a decision as to which contract he should choose.   
In another problem called the ñCell Phone Problemò, students used the graphing 
calculators to compare the costs of different cell phone plans. 
          Lastly, our Algebra I Honors classes were challenged to solve traffic 
control problems posed by our guest speaker, Mr. Mark Love.  Mr. Loveôs 
presentation was well received by our students as he engaged classes in ñusing 
their Algebra skillsò for real life applications related to traffic pattern control. 
Students applied their knowledge to various traffic pattern-mapping activities. Mr. 
Love used his experience as an engineer to provide students with valuable 
feedback. Students developed many different layouts and traffic flow rates in the 
spirit of the Connected Math constructivist inquiry approach. 
          Next newsletteré..What are GIZMOS?  Stay tuned! 
 
Submitted by Mrs. L. Piro 
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The 2009-10 school year is off an exciting start under the direction of Mr. Alvaro 
Cores, Principal and Mr. Peter Smith, Assistant Principal. 
 
This year Mr. Tirpack is the 6th grade counselor, Dr. Ellen Kelpsh is the 7th grade 
counselor and Mr. Faaland is the 8th grade counselor. 
 
Some of our 7th and 8th grade students were busy in September with the Johns 
Hopkins University Talent Search applications. Selected students are given the 
opportunity to take the SAT tests if they meet the Johns Hopkins criteria along 
with high school junior and seniors.  Eligibility to take this test is based on 
studentôs Terra NJASK test scores from last spring.  Applications for the January 
testing were due by November 20th and were mailed directly to Johns Hopkins 
University. 
 
Interested 8th grade students received information regarding the Monmouth 
County Vocational School Districtôs six career academics.  They are: 
Biotechnology High School in Freehold, Communications High School in Wall, 
High Technology High School on the Brookdale College Campus, Marine 
Academy of Science and Technology at Sandy Hook, and Allied Health and 
Science in Neptune. Acceptance into this school is highly competitive and only a 
handful of students are selected from each middle school in Monmouth County.  
Students were required to write an essay on their applications and then return 
them to Mr. Faaland who completes the applications and mails them to the 
appropriated school.  The deadline for applications is December11, 2009. 
 
The last day of the first marking period was Friday November 13th.  The second 
marking period will run from Monday November 16th to Wednesday January 27th.  
Parents should have already received the 1st marking period report card.  There 
is always a mid-marking period progress report that is mailed home near the 
middle of each marking period.  The second marking period progress report 
should be mailed around December 20th.  If parents have not received their 
studentôs report card or have not received a progress report from the first 
marking period, they should contact the Guidance Office, so this problem can be 
remedied.  
 
The last day of school before Christmas break is Wednesday, December 23rd.  
Classes will resume Monday, January 4, 2010. 
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The 1st marking period is ending and there were many positive things 
going on in all classes.  All students in Physical Education were tested for 
physical fitness during the marking period.  They were given a copy of 
their Prudential Fitness gram the week of Nov. 9th.  Hopefully, all parents 
were able to see how their children are doing in the area of physical 
fitness.  We will be testing your children again during the 3rd marking 
period, which is the next time they have Physical Education.  We would 
like to see all of our students improve their scores, but for marking period 
2 they will be in either Health or Computer classes.  Please encourage 
them to continue with some form of physical activity at home. 
While in Physical Education students were learning skills in the following 
areas:  Styx (a form of lacrosse), badminton, table tennis, flag football, 
fitness activities, cooperative games, soccer and speedball.  
We feel our objectives for this marking period were accomplished. 
Each marking period there are 3 days of makeup available to your children 
if they were ever unprepared for class. The following names are students 
who were the top milers in all three grade levels. (Iôve attached the top 
mile times to e-mail)  Great job to all!! 
 
2nd marking period begins Monday Nov. 16th.  All Health and Computer 
classes will be joining us in the gymnasium for a winter full of volleyball, 
basketball, floor hockey, pillow polo, cooperative games and many forms 
of physical conditioning including physical fitness testing.  We are looking 
forward to a great time with all of our students. 
 
During 6th, 7th and 8th grade health classes all students were involved in 
learning about specific drugs, and their consequences socially, physically 
and legally.  Discussions about decision making, refusal skills and making 
new friends were also a big part of their classrooms daily.   
8th graders learned the steps of CPR and did hands on training on 
Thorneôs ACTARS.  They also were involved in many lessons in other 
aspects of First Aid treatment.   
 
Mrs. Korzôs Adaptive Physical Education classes and her 3 health classes 
were a big part of the beautification project in the front and side of our 
school, as well as teachers,  Mrs. Hallard and Mrs. Lutz. 
 The areas that have been spruced up are very special to our Thorne 
community.  Pride and Respect for our school and ourselves was the 
driving force for this project. 
Thank you to the parents for all your help with your children. 
 
Eileen Korz  
Health and Physical Education Coordinator  
 
 
 
 

HEALTH  AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPT  
      



 
 
 

Page 18 of 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BOYS TIME GIRLS TIME 
 
Jeff Mahon 6:43 Jalyn Alvarez 7:40 

Tyler Ehrlich 6:45 Carly Jankowski 7:55 

Nick Roditis 6:48 Allison Horne 7:55 

Vincent Tomasetti 7:12 Olivia Malesco 8:07 

Matt Fisher 7:35 Kathryn Mongeau 8:23 

Scott Svenson 7:35 Samantha Higgins 8:52 

Connor Hedlund 7:38 Danielle LaBruno 8:55 

Justin McCarthy 7:42   

Cody Gesuelli 7:42 

Matt Todano 7:43 

Robert Hampton 7:56 

Ryan Jones 8:05 

John Annibale 8:05 

Christian DeFazio 8:30 

Jack Van Sant 8:32 
 

TOP PACERS MARKING PERIOD 1é 6
TH

 GRADE  
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GIRLS TIME BOYS TIME 

Tara Engelken 6:51 Jake Nelson 6:11 

Sinead Slade 7:09 Jeff Rodre 6:13 

Annie Rozzo 7:14 Vinny Molinaro 6:45 

Mia Ehling 7:19 Corey Wilkinson 7:05 

Cheyenne Rescori 7:28 Chris Marino 7:06 

Lauren Busardo 7:40 Mateo Lewis 7:07 

Taylor Lippi 8:00 Paul Capaldo 7:07 

Lucy Bent 8:56 Dan Bennett 7:08 

Anna Czugh 9:02 Tom Aleo 7:09 

  
Brian McGovern 7:12 

  
Anthony Bingert 7:17 

  
Scott Chenoweth 7:24 

  
Aidan Cole 7:25 

  
James Kenny 7:33 

  
Mark Knoll 7:33 

  
Robert McCann 7:40 

  
Connor Harper 7:40 

  
Dan Diaso 7:48 

  
Tyler Smith 7:55 

 

TOP PACERS MARKING PERIOD 1é 7
TH

 GRADE  
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GIRLS 
 

BOYS  

Melissa Edgar 6:57 

 
Michael Sudyka 5:33 

Kelly Moedt 7:01 Sean Moccaro 5:42 

Kaitlin Quinn 7:34 Nick Zappala 5:59 

Nicole Smith 8:02 Nick Daniele 6:07 

Colleen Laux 8:05 Crispin D'Augusta  6:11 

Cara Miller 8:21 George Roditis 6:22 

Kristi Miceli 8:30 Kyle Jimenez 6:34 

Amanda Kanski 8:34 Matt Falco 6:38 

Jillian Wallrabe 8:51 Mike Grimaldi 6:42 

Sarah Conery 8:52 Ryan Gulizio 6:55 

  
Joe Ruhman  6:58 

BOYS 
 

Matt Winz 6:58 
 
Mario Sosa 7:29 Sean Cavanagh 7:00 

Chris Albano 7:30 George Fiore 7:08 

Tim Gelatt 7:34 Brandon MacGeorge 7:11 

Dan Wehner 7:37 RJ Naples 7:17 

John Quinn 7:41 Robert Nelson 7:24 

William Mead 7:45 Sean Bienkowski 7:28 

Anthony Stanziale 7:47 Danny Kim 7:51 

TOP PACERS MARKING PERIOD 1é 8
TH

 GRADE  
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   Itôs science time 

in Mrs. Coraceôs classroom 

this year!   
 

My students will be learning to conduct science experiments this year, make a 
hypothesis, complete and learn the parts of a lab report, and then watch the cool 
science happen.  We started our year by making an adjective dictionary; the 
students can access this resource to complete the ñobservationsò section of the 
lab report.  The same describing words are located on our Word Wall in our 
classroom!  Keep an eye on the wall outside room 300 for lab reports and 
pictures of our exciting experiments through out the year! 
 
Here are pictures from our first experiment entitled 
 ñObserving Changeò 

Mrs Coraceôs Class Pictures! 
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Mrs Coraceôs Class Pictures! 
      



 
 
 

Page 24 of 24 
 

 
 

 

Mrs Coraceôs Class Pictures! 
      


